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Who Proposed the Rule Change? 

Dennis Korthouwer, Hit Utopia, Inc., Franeker, Netherlands. 

Describe the Petitioner’s Request 

The Petitioner requests a rule change to the Commission’s promotion rules in WAC 230-06-030.  The 
petitioner did not submit proposed amended rule language.  Instead, the petitioner requests that the 
promotion rule be amended to authorize licensed card rooms to give promotional prizes or items using an 
electronic device that contains a random number generator.   
 
The Petitioner states that manual drawings currently authorized are primitive and often an insecure way to 
select winners. Manual draws make that only very limited - often more costly - prizes can be offered. The 
Petitioner developed an automated draw process in which a certified random number generator picks the 
winner of the promotional prize. This is not only more secure, the draw can also be done very often (like 
with every game) with very small prizes. Therefore, this rule change will allow for more and more diverse 
promotional prizes can be awarded to players in a more secure way. 

Background 

The Commission amended its promotion rules based on a rules petition we received in 2016 from the 
Recreational Gaming Association. In relevant part, the adopted rules authorized operators to offer gambling 
promotions that allow entry based on disclosed criteria; offer lottery tickets as a prize; add additional 
merchandise or cash prizes to licensed gambling activities; and allow card rooms to use a physical drawing, 
spinning a wheel or selection from a group of concealed items to award a prize. These rule changes went 
into effect on February 19, 2017. 

Licensees Impacted  

The proposed change would impact all Class E, F and house-banked card room licensees. As of March 1, 
2018, there are 47 house-banked, 3 Class F, and 6 Class E licensed card rooms. 

Staff Recommendation 

Staff recommends denial of the petition. Promotions using devices with random number generators is not 
currently authorized…. 
 
The Commission must vote on this petition within 60 days of receiving it and you have the following 
options under the Administrative Procedure Act:   

 
1) Initiate rule-making proceedings. Staff would then work with the petitioner and 

stakeholders on language to remove the above-referenced rules and bring amended rules to 
you to file for further discussion, which would also require a vote; or 
  

2) Deny the petition in writing, stating the reasons for the denial and specifically address the 
concerns stated in the petition.  If appropriate, the Commission must indicate alternative 
means by which the agency will address the concerns raised in the petition. 
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