
Washington State Gambling Commission 
Protect the Public by Ensuring that Gambling is Legal and Honest. 

 Gambling Commission Meeting 
Thursday, April 9, 2026 

You can attend the meeting virtually: Click here to join the meeting 
(TEAMS meeting link) ID: 273 189 207 745 83# zM9kc2Wv 

By phone: 360-726-3322, ID:625 460 81# 
In-Person: Liquor and Cannabis Board 1025 Union Avenue SE Olympia, WA 

Public Comment can be provided by: 

• Written: Please send advanced comments to askus@wsgc.wa.gov by 5:00 PM PST
the day prior to the Commission meeting and specify which agenda item you are
addressing.

• In Person: Prior to the start of the meeting, sign in on the provided form,
indicating which agenda item you would like to provide comment for.  You will
then be called upon during the meeting to approach the podium to speak at the
appropriate time.

• Virtually: Email askus@wsgc.wa.gov by 5:00 PM PST the day prior to the
Commission meeting with your name and specify which agenda item you would
like to provide comment for. You will be called upon and unmuted to speak at the
appropriate time.

*Please refer to the public guidelines pdf (link) for more information.

The views presented are those of the presenter and not necessarily that of the commission.  
______________________________________________________________________ 
9:30 AM Call to Order Alicia Levy, Chair 
_______________________________________________________________________  

Tab 1  Consent Agenda (Action)  
 March 12, 2026, Commission Meeting Minutes 
 New Licenses & Class III Gaming Employees     

Director’s Report 
Tina Gri�n, Executive Director 

_______________________________________________________________________  

Tab 2 Rule Making Process Presentation      

 Tricia Gullion, Legislative Manager 

https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/27318920774583?p=stdszikdL4zEzhsa7n
mailto:askus@wsgc.wa.gov
mailto:askus@wsgc.wa.gov
https://wsgc.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-07/Public%20Comment%20Guidelines.pdf
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RULE MAKING 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE ACT PROCEEDINGS 
 

 
Tab 3   Petition to Initiate Rule Making               (Action) 

• Increase threshold for verifying certain card game winning hands 
 

Tricia Gullion, Legislative Manager 
_______________________________________________________________________  
 
Tab 4 Staf Request to Initiate Rule Making           (Action) 

• Increase threshold for surveillance retention requirements of jackpots 
 

Tricia Gullion, Legislative Manager 
__________________________________________________________________ 
Executive Session-Closed to the Public 
_____________________________________________________ 
Adjourn 
____________________________________________________ 
Updated: April 1, 2026 
Next Meeting: May  14-15, 2026, at the Liquor and Cannabis Board, Olympia, WA 
Public Meeting Accommodations: Questions or comments about the agenda and requests for 
special accommodation should be directed to askus@wsgc.wa.gov  

mailto:askus@wsgc.wa.gov
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Washington State Gambling Commission
Protect the Public by Ensuring that Gambling is Legal and Honest.

March 12, 2026
Gambling Commission Meeting Minutes

The meeting was held at the Liquor and Cannabis Board in Olympia, WA.

Commissioners:                                     
Chair Alicia Levy – In-person
Vice Chair Sarah Lawson – In-person    
Noah Skartvedt – Virtual
Michael Charles – Excused

Senator Steve Conway – Excused
– Excused

Representative Shelley Kloba –Excused
Representative Kevin Waters- Excused

:
Executive Director; Jeneva Cotton, Deputy Director; Suzanne Becker, Assistant 

Attorney General; Tricia Gullion, Legislative and Policy Manager; George Shultz, ITD; Troy 

Virtually:
Erica Davis, Administrative Assistant; Adam Amorine, Legal Manager; Mark Collier, Special
Agent.

There were 8 people in the audience and 21 people attended virtually.

Chair Levy welcomed everyone to the Liquor and Cannabis Board and called the meeting to 
order at 9:30 AM. 

Chair Levy announced that the meeting would be recorded and took the roll to ensure a 
quorum. She announced that no one had registered prior to the start of the meeting to 
provide public comment at today’s meeting. 

Tab 1- on self-exclusion term limits
Tricia Gullion, Legislative and Rules Manager, shared a petition to eliminate the self-
exclusion term limits in WAC 230-23-015(3).  

Petitioner Adams and a Cantonese interpreter joined the meeting by phone, but 
petitioner Adams could not unmute their phone to speak. Chair gave petitioner Adams 
until the end of the meeting to submit written comments, and no written comments 
were received by the conclusion of the meeting. 

Commissioner Lawson moved to deny the petition submitted by Wanping Adams due to 
the self-exclusion rules currently aligning with all other states rules that are not 
allowing people to remove themselves from the self-exclusion list. 
Commissioner Skartvedt seconded the motion.
The motion passed unanimously. 3:0

Tab 2 Consent Agenda
Chair Levy asked the Commissioners if they had any changes to the consent agenda. 
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They did not. 
 
Commissioner Lawson moved to approve the consent agenda. 
Commissioner Skartvedt seconded the motion 
The motion passed unanimously. 3:0 

Executive Director Tina Griffin provided an overview and update of the changes to My 
Account and Polaris; she described major changes and benefits that are coming with the 
upgrade to a cloud-based system. A slide deck was shared and is available on our website 
with important deadlines of how external users can prepare our IT modernization 
project we are launching in mid-May 2026. 
 
Tab 3-Fiscal Year 2026 Budget Update 
Kriscinda Hansen, Chief Financial Officer, updated the commissioners on the quarterly 
budget results, projections, and revenue outlook and expenditures. 
 
Tab 4 2026 Legislative Session Report 
Tricia Gullion, Legislative Manager provided an overview and highlight of the activities 
during the 2026 legislative session and notated that this was the last day of the short 
session.   

Tab 5  
Tana Russell, Deputy Director, Paulina Zyskowski Evergreen Council on Problem 
Gambling, Prevention and Community Outreach Specialist 

Roxane Waldron, Administrator; Jeremy Whitaker, Prevention Coordinator, Health Care 
Authority 

Tana welcomed everyone to Problem Gambling Awareness Month and shared program 
highlights along with Paulina. They highlighted partnerships that they are currently 
involved in as well as some new updates to their website. Additional information was 
provided about youth workshops and campaigns covering various topics surrounding 
healthy gaming and sports betting. 
 
Roxane shared an update on program expansion projects to include youth and young 
adults, clinical training and data collection. The Disordered Gambling Advisory 
Workgroup (DGAW), offers free counseling for clients, and additional contracts provided 
to include adding multi-language options. Jeremy noted the focus of and prevention of 
gambling elements in games and apps and highlighted a new website focused on 
prevention for youth and young adults. This is a new project and more likely will be 
revealed in time with the launch of another new campaign starting in mid-April. 
 
Tab 6  
Mark Collier, Special Agent shared a presentation with statistics regarding problem 
gambling awareness month and the self-exclusion program. Mark highlighted gambling 
information and resources that the Washington State Gambling Commission provides to 
our licensees so they in turn can have the information available to customers and 
members.  
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Tab 7 Default

Adam Amorine, Legal Manager, presented information regarding the case for 
Miguel Arreguin, CR2025-01543 to revoke the license based off administrative charges 
filed against Mr. Arreguin.  

Commissioner Lawson moved to revoke the employee certification of Miguel Arreguin, 
CR2025-01543  
Commissioner Skartvedt seconded the motion. 
The motion passed unanimously. 3:0 

Tab 8 on equipment/self-dealing table
Tricia Gullion, Legislative Manager, introduced Cassidy Thomas who would like to 
initiate a new rule regarding equipment assisted card delivering tables. Cassidy shared a 
video to the commissioners on how the table works and had an opportunity to answer 
any questions.  

Commissioner Lawson moved to initiate rulemaking to approve self-dealing tables. 
Commissioner Skartvedt seconded the motion. 
The motion passed unanimously. 3:0 

At 11:32 AM, Chair Levy announced that the commissioners would be going into 
Executive Session until 12:32 PM. for the purpose to review the performance of a public 
employee pursuant to RCW 42.30.110(1)(g) and discuss with legal counsel potential 
litigation to which the agency is likely to become a party when public knowledge 
regarding the discussion is likely to result in adverse legal or financial consequences to 
the agency pursuant to RCW 42.30.110(1)(i) 

At 12:32 Chair Levy re-entered the regular meeting to extend the executive session. At 1:08 
PM, Chair Levy concluded the Executive Session and reconvened the regular meeting with 
a quorum. 

At 1:10 PM, Chair Levy adjourned the meeting. 
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Based upon the licensing investigations, staff recommends approving all new Licenses and 
Class III employees listed on pages 1 to 14. 
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
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
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








































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



































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



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








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






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































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






















































































































































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























































 


 









   

   


   


   

   

   

   

   


   

   


   

   

   

  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

  

 



 


 









   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 


 









   

   

   

   

 



 


 









  

  

  

  



  

  

  

 
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RULEMAKING IN 
WASHINGTON STATE



• The formal process by which 
Washington State agencies create, 
amend, or repeal regulations 
(“rules”) that implement state laws. 

• Rulemaking authority comes from 
the Gambling Act, RCW 9.46.

• Gambling Commission rules are 
found in WAC Title 230.

BACKGROUND



PERMANENT RULES

• Transparency and public participation –
Public notice is required. Stakeholders, 
interested parties, and any other member of 
the public can comment and influence the 
outcome of rulemaking.  

• Accountability – Agencies must explain rules 
and consider impacts.

• Consistency with law – Rules must align 
with statutory authority. 

• Rules are generally proposed by staff or by 
petitions from the public. Once a rule change 
is proposed by the public, the Commission 
has 60 days to initiate rulemaking or deny 
the petition. 



RULE MAKING STAGES
1. Preproposal This announces the agency’s intent 

to consider rulemaking. If approved, a CR 101 is filed. 

2. Rule 
Development

Draft rule language, stakeholder and 
tribal partner engagement, 
internal/legal review. 

No action. Often presented as a 
discussion only topic at 
commission meetings. 

3. Proposed 
Rule

Formal proposal with rule language 
is presented. If approved, a CR 102 is filed. 

4. Public 
Comment & 
Hearing

A formal public comment period is 
open, and a public hearing is 
scheduled at a future commission 
meeting. The public comment period 
must be at least 20 days between the 
CR 102 and the public hearing. 

No action. 

5. Rule 
Adoption

Final rule adaption stage. Staff 
develops a concise explanatory 
statement explaining the rule and 
responds to comments.

If approved, a CR 103 is filed. The 
rule is effective 31 days after 
filing. 



QUESTIONS?



Tab 3: April 2026 Commission Meeting Agenda.  Statutory Authority 9.46.070

Who Proposed the Rule Change?

Eugene Freer – TIL Gaming

Background

Petitioner Eugene Freer would like to amend WAC 230-15-320 (4) to increase the prize threshold 
from $3,000 to $5,000 for when surveillance rooms are required to use pan-tilt-zoom cameras (PTZ) 
to verify winning hands, amounts of the wager, amounts of the pay out and players who have won the 
prize.   

Currently, house-banked card rooms are required to have a closed-circuit television (CCTV) system 
with fixed cameras over each gambling table to view gambling activities and areas to include, but not 
limited to, cards, wagers, and the chip tray.  These fixed cameras over each table provide an overview 
shot of the entire table and are not zoomed in on individual player faces, cards, wagers, and/or 
payouts.  These fixed camera views must be retained for seven days.   

The petitioner believes the amendments are necessary because higher wager limits of $400 have 
increased the frequency of prize payouts over $3,000.  The increased frequency of prize payouts at the 
$3,000 level has led to surveillance observers dedicating more of their time capturing the required 
information in WAC 230-15-320 and less time with other duties, such as overall monitoring and 
oversight of gambling operations.  The increased frequency of prize payouts at the $3,000 level has 
also required the retaining of more surveillance video footage involving PTZ’s which take up more 
hard drive space on DVR’s.  

Attachments: 
Petition
WAC 230-15-320

Policy Considerations 

WAC 230-15-320 (4) requires camera coverage for certain prizes won, specifically prizes over $3,000 
which often include jackpot prizes.  Note: Jackpot prizes involve player funds which are more strictly 
controlled in rules.  A PTZ camera can zoom in close on gambling tables to more definitively show 
exact wagers made, card values and suits, and specific player faces at gambling tables.  This is 
important information to capture for dispute resolution involving large prizes. 

For reference, below is the history of the rule requiring house-banked card rooms to use PTZ cameras 
to verify winning hands, amounts of the wager, amounts of the pay out and players who have won the 
prize: 

Rule Petition 
Amend WAC 230-15-320 (4) 

April 2026 – Initiate Rule Making



Note: in 2023, the commission approved an increase to the wagering limits from $300 to $400. The 
prize minimum triggering the surveillance observer to use the PTZ camera stayed at $3,000.  

Regulatory Considerations

Commission staff did not identify any regulatory concerns.  

Staff feel that an increase in the prize threshold to $5,000 will not diminish the ability for 
dispute resolution.  Technology related to surveillance equipment has advanced significantly 
since 2001 when the rule was first developed.  Card rooms now utilize digital surveillance 
systems with high-definition cameras to view gambling tables.  Other WAC rules require at a 
minimum one fixed camera over each gambling table.  In most cases, these fixed high-
definition cameras can usually capture most of the required information required in WAC 230-
15-320.    
Staff reviewed the Commission’s database for the last six years for any complaints regarding
large jackpots/payouts in combination with any violations of WAC 230-15-320.  Staff did not 
identify any complaints concerning large payouts nor a situation where the required PTZ was 
needed for dispute resolution.  The petitioner’s request would still require the PTZ in addition 
to the fixed cameras.
Staff do not anticipate additional time or staffing for inspections to test for compliance with a 
higher prize threshold of $5,000.  

Staff Recommendation

Under the requirements of the Administrative Procedure Act, the Commission must act on a petition 
within 60 days of receiving it. Your options are:

1) Initiate rule-making proceedings by filing the rule as proposed for further discussion; or

2) Deny the petition in writing, a) stating the reasons for denial and specifically address the concerns 
stated in the petition, or b) where appropriate, indicate alternative means by which the agency will 
address the concerns raised in the petition. 



From: Washington State Gambling Commission
To: Rules Coordinator (GMB)
Subject: Webform submission from: Request a rule change
Date: Wednesday, February 25, 2026 4:29:14 PM

External Email

Submitted on February 25, 2026 - 4:29pm

Submitted by: Anonymous

Submitted values are:

Petitioner's Name
Eugene Freer

Address
9805 141st ST E
Puyallup, WA. 98373

Phone
253-208-2153

Email
gene.freer@tilgaming.com

Rule Petition Type
Amend Rule - I am requesting WSGC to change an existing rule.

Amend Rule Selection Function

List rule number (WAC) if known
WAC 230-15-320 (4)

I am requesting the following change
Change greater than $3000 to $5000 or more.

This change is needed because
I would like to bring to your attention that with the higher limits of $400, we have observed an
increase in the frequency of jackpots. This rise in activity necessitates that our observers
dedicate more time to focusing on each individual event.

The effect of this rule change will be
To ensure that we maintain our standards of monitoring and oversight, it is essential that our
observers are adequately prepared for this increased demand. 





 

  
 

Tab 4: April 2026 Commission Meeting Agenda.                                                             Statutory Authority 9.46.070 
 

Who Proposed the Rule Change? 

Washington State Gambling Commission Staff 

Background 

For regulatory consistency and alignment with the rule-change request to WAC 230-15-320, staff 
request WAC 230-15-319 (2) (b) (ii), which requires house-banked card rooms to retain video of 
jackpot payouts of $3,000 or more for thirty days be amended to raise the threshold to $5,000.  

Currently, house-banked card rooms are required to have a closed-circuit television (CCTV) system 
with fixed cameras over each gambling table to view gambling activities and areas to include, but not 
limited to, cards, wagers, and chip tray.  These fixed cameras over each table provide an overview 
shot of the entire table and are not zoomed in on individual player faces, cards, wagers, and/or 
payouts.  These fixed camera views must be retained for seven days and recordings for jackpots of 
$3,000 or more must be retained for at least 30 days.   

Staff believe the amendment is necessary to align with rule change request to WAC 230-15-320 to 
increase the prize threshold from $3,000 to $5,000 for when surveillance rooms are required to use 
pan-tilt-zoom cameras (PTZ) to verify winning hands, amounts of the wager, amounts of the pay out 
and players who have won the prize.  

Attachments: 
• WAC 230-15-319 

 
Policy Considerations 

 WAC 230-15-319 (2) (b) (ii) requires video recordings documenting jackpot pay outs be kept for thirty 
days for prizes over $3,000.   

The recording and retention requirement for jackpots of $3,000 or more in WAC 230-15-319 was 
established in 2000.  

If the prize threshold in WAC 230-15-320 were increased to $5,000 and WAC 230-15-319 was also not 
increased to $5,000, this could cause confusion for house-banked card rooms and agents as far as 
what camera views they need to retain for thirty days.  For example, currently, WAC’s 230-15-319 and 
15-320 have the same triggering prize threshold, $3,000.  So, when a surveillance observer identifies 
a prize that meets this triggering threshold, they retain for thirty days the PTZ recording required to 
be captured by WAC 230-15-320 to meet the recording requirement in WAC 230-15-319.  The PTZ 
recording provides better coverage detail than the fixed camera view.   

If the PTZ recording of jackpot prizes in WAC 230-15-320 were raised to $5,000 and the recording 
requirement for recordings in WAC 230-15-319 remained at $3,000, there would be some situations 
where the surveillance observer would only retain for thirty days a table overview shot (fixed camera 
view) of a jackpot and not the PTZ.  For example, any prize between $3,000 and $4,999.    

 

 
Rule Petition  

Amend WAC 230-15-319 (2) (b) (ii)  
April 2026 – Request To Initiate Rule Making 

 
 



 

Regulatory Considerations 

Since there are other rules in WAC 230-15 that utilize a prize threshold of $5,000 as a basis for 
regulatory requirements, it seems prudent to align the prize thresholds within WAC 230-15-319 to 
make it easier for licensee compliance and regulatory consistency. 

An increase in the prize threshold to $5,000 will not diminish the ability for dispute resolution. 
Technology related to surveillance equipment has advanced significantly since WAC 230-15-319 was 
first developed.  Card rooms now utilize digital surveillance systems with high-definition cameras to 
view gambling tables.  WAC rules require house-banked card rooms to retain at least seven days of all 
required camera views.  However, many card rooms retain recordings far longer than required.    

Staff do not anticipate additional staff time or more agents needed for inspections to test for 
compliance with a higher prize threshold of $5,000. 

 

Staff Recommendation 

Staff is recommending the commission initiate rulemaking to the recording and retention 
requirements in WAC 230-15-319 to align with changes to WAC 230-15-320. 
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