
Self-assessment Guide: Charitable or Nonprofit Organizations
Qualifications to Conduct Gambling Activities (licensed or unlicensed)

DISCLAIMER: This chart reflects the Gambling Commission’s laws and rules outlining the requirements for a 
charitable or nonprofit organization to conduct gambling activities, which can be found in RCW 9.46, WAC 230-

03, and WAC 230-07. Organizations that wish to conduct unlicensed activities, while not required to pursue a 
license, must meet the same requirements as licensed organizations, per RCW 9.46.0321. This chart isn’t 

intended to provide legal, business, or tax advice. 

If you have any questions about your organization’s qualifications, you can contact the Licensing Unit at (360) 
486-3441 or licensing@wsgc.wa.gov.

Is your organization exempt from 
paying federal taxes? 

(If you received a Determination Letter from the 
Internal Revenue Service (IRS), answer YES) 

Are contributions made to your 
organization tax-deductible?

Your organization isn’t 
qualified, per RCW 

9.46.0209(1)(b)(ii) and 
can’t conduct gambling 

activities (licensed or 
unlicensed).

Was your organization formed, 
and has it been continuously 

operating, for the last 12 
months?

Are all your organization's stated 
purposes, per your Articles of 

Incorporation or Bylaws, listed in 
RCW 9.46.0209?

RCW 9.46.0209:
charitable, 

benevolent, 
eleemosynary, 

educational, 
civic, patriotic, 

political, 
religious, 

scientific, social, 
fraternal, 

athletic, or 
agricultural 

purposes only

If your organization dissolves, 
per your Articles of Incorporation 

or Bylaws, do your funds go to 
another organization that meets 

the above requirements?

No; 
or No 

you/they 
have other 
purposes 
than RCW 
9.46.0209

Your organization may qualify for a gambling license.

Unlicensed gambling activities have additional requirements and 
restrictions. Contact our Regulation Unit for more information at (509) 325-

7900 or askus@wsgc.wa.gov
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