










THREE CARD SPLIT 
 

OVERVIEW 

 
"Three Card Split Pai Gow Poker," (the "Game"), is a variation of pai gow poker. The primary variation is the  

number of cards dealt to the players and dealer. In traditional pai gow poker, players and the dealer receive seven 

cards each then split their hand into two sub-hands, one containing five cards (known as the "high" sub-hand) and 

the other two cards (known as the "low" sub-hand). A requirement of the setting of the sub-hands is that the five 

card sub-hand must be of a higher ranking than the two card sub-hand. In the Game, each player and the dealer 

receives three cards and likewise splits their hand into two sub-hands, the high sub-hand containing two cards and 

the remaining card in the low sub-hand. 

 
In the Game, (as in traditional pai gow poker), once all hands are set, the dealer compares their low and high sub­ 

hands to the player's low and high sub-hands. To win, the player's low and high sub-hands must each be greater 

than the dealer's corresponding low and high sub-hands. To lose, the player's low and high sub-hands  must each  

be less than or equal to the dealer's corresponding low and high sub-hands. The wager results in a tie if one of the 

player's sub-hands is lower than or equal to the dealer's corresponding sub-hand  and the player's other sub-hand is 

higher. 

 
There are two bonus wagers available to the player. One such bonus wager  is determined by comparing  all three 

of the player's cards to the dealer's three cards. If the player's hand is a greater ranking than the dealer's hand the 

player wins. The second bonus wager compares the ranking of a combination of the player's three cards and a 

single community card1 to form a four card hand which is compared to a pay table. These bonus wagers may also 

be offered in conjunction with a Jackpot (Appendix 0). Casino operators choose which of the bonus wagers they 

will offer, subject to any restrictions contained within these Rules of Play.  Each bonus wager may be made at the 

player's option and there is no effect on the primary game and no changes in player strategy. Minimum and 

maximum wagering limits are established by the casino operator in accordance with the limits set in WAC 230-15-

040, WAC 230-15-140 or their specific regulatory body. 

 
 

DEALING PROCEDURES 

 
1. The dealer begins by shuffling a standard deck of cards. Alternatively, a shuffling machine may be used. 

 
2. Players place the primary wager within the designated bet spot on the table layout.2 In addition, players  

may place one or both of the bonus wagers in the corresponding bet spots, as depicted on the table layout. 

 

 
3. After all wagers are placed, the dealer deals three cards, face down, to each player's position and to 

themselves, in a clockwise rotation beginning with the player on the dealer's immediate left.3 The dealer's 

hand is dealt last. After the dealer has dealt their hand, they deal one more card from the deck which will 

be used by the players as a community card. This community card is not used for any purpose except to 

accommodate the four card bonus wager. This card in placed face down on the corresponding indicia on 

the table layout. 

 

 
1 

The community card is used only for the second bonus wager. 
2 On some table layouts, the primary wager is depicted as two wagers, one for the high sub-hand and one for the low 

sub- hand. Since both wagers are required and must be of equal value, the outcome is identical to the single wager 

indicia . 
3 

To speed game play, it is suggested  that the cards  be dealt in packets  of three  either from the shuffler or  by hand, but 

in the alternative; by house rule they may be dealt one at a time sequentially to each player inrotation . 
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